
24 Last judgment of Hu-Nefer, from his tomb (page from the Book of the Dead) 

New Kingdom, 19
th

 Dynasty 

1275 BCE 

Painted payrus scroll 

 Video at Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-
civilizations/egypt-art/new-kingdom/v/judgement-in-the-presence-of-osiris-hunefer-s-book-of-
the-dead 

  

 

Hunefer was a scribe during the 19th Dynasty (fl. c. 1300 BCE) . He was the owner of the 

Papyrus of Hunefer, a copy of the funerary Egyptian Book of the Dead, which represents one of 

the classic examples of these texts, along with others such as the Papyrus of Ani. 

Hunefer was "Scribe of Divine Offerings", "Overseer of Royal Cattle", and steward of Pharaoh 

Seti I.[1] 

 

 

 Judgment scene from the Book of the Dead.  

o In the three scenes from the Book of the Dead (version from ~1300 BCE) the 

dead man (Hunefer) is taken into the judgment hall by the jackal-headed Anubis.  

o The next scene is the weighing of his heart, with Ammut awaiting the result and 

Thoth recording.  

o Next, the triumphant Hunefer, having passed the test, is presented by the falcon-

headed Horus to Osiris, seated in his shrine with Isis and Nephthys. (British 

Museum) 

 

(from Khan Academy); 

 The scene reads from left to right.  
o To the left, Anubis brings Hunefer into the judgement area. Anubis is also shown 

supervizing the judgement scales. Hunefer's heart, represented as a pot, is being 
weighed against a feather, the symbol of Maat, the established order of things, in this 
context meaning 'what is right'. The ancient Egyptians believed that the heart was the 
seat of the emotions, the intellect and the character, and thus represented the good 
or bad aspects of a person's life. If the heart did not balance with the feather, then 
the dead person was condemned to non-existence, and consumption by the 
ferocious "devourer," the strange beast shown here which is part-crocodile, part-lion, 
and part-hippopotamus. 

o However, as a papyrus devoted to ensuring Hunefer's continued existence in the 
Afterlife is not likely to depict this outcome, he is shown to the right, brought into the 
presence of Osiris by his son Horus, having become "true of voice" or "justified." This 
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was a standard epithet applied to dead individuals in their texts. Osiris is shown 
seated under a canopy, with his sisters Isis and Nephthys.  

o At the top, Hunefer is shown adoring a row of deities who supervise the judgement. 

 
 


